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1. Since the establishment of the Yugoslav and Polish Military Missions, 
it hes been their function to buy up special industrial goods. 
parbicvlarly old army supplies, from the Germans. Recently, 
increaging amounts of goods peeduced by western-zone industries 
were purchssed; the Hnesians exhibited unusual interest in 
auch items, Money with whieh tc buy the articles was furnished 
by the Russians from en SNA finance office in Berlix-“elssensee, 
ard the Russien transportation chief assumed responsibility for 
sreir shipment. Leading stations varied, although of late the 
Berlin-Heinersdorf freight station was used most frequently. 
After loading, the gocds pussed, to all nractical purvoses, into 
tre possession of the Russians. 


2, Nearly ell members of both military missions usec the privileges 
furnished by the Russian transportation chief for the furtherance 
of their orivate large-scale black market deals. in addition, 
the Yugoslav mission made e few purchases which were concealed 
from the Russians and served only Yugoslav interests. These ac-. 
tivities led to the withnolding of Russian funds by the SMA in 
Tebruary. The nilitary missions vere forced to abandon the black 
merket organizations which they themselves had developed and to 
anduce a press cyumpaiyn conducted by the SsA against Yugoslav, 
mulgarian, and Polish black market centers. Tne SMA Telt that it 
ned to make this move because the large number of orivate trans- 
actions made by members of the missions had aravn attention to 
setivities which showid have remained completely vupublicized,; 
since Russian MPs gucrded the storehouses used by the Yugoslav, 
“olist, and Bulgariar military missions until the day on which 
the valds occurred, it is rardly Likely that the Rugsians were 
oreviously unaware of these vrivate black market dGeals.. itvents 
af the vast few days indicate that tre Yugoslav mission has already 
resumed the role of purchasing agent originelly essigned it by 
che xsussians. 
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The chief purchasing agent of the Yugoslav and Polish Military 
seibns th Berlin is the Firma Strunk, which received a ship- 
ment of bal] bearings and snare parts for machines and lathes 
from Frankfurt am Main om 27 March 1948. The shipment was 
valued at RM 6,000,0CO at double the regular list price; pay~ 
ment will not te mede in radio equipment, although this is the 
procedure usually followed by the Firma Strunk. As yet it is 
not Known whether the goods were obtained for the Yugoslav o7 
for the Polish mission. 
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